final ballot, HEW's Office for Civil Rights was favorably
-tisr^osed toward the new Standard). Second, to the extent
that 504- agencies and ATBCB adopt different standards, the
potential for conflict is present due to their overlapping
responsibilities under Title V of the Rehabilitation Act.

The Board declined to endorse the new ANSI Standard
and approved the publication of an advanced notice of pro-
posed rulemaking (AMPRM) 45 FR 12168 (February 22, 1980)
and notice of proposed rulemaking 45 FR 55010 (August 18,
I960) to implement the Board's authority under section 502
of the Rehabilitation Act to establish minimum guidelines
and requirements for the standards issued by the four de-
sign standard-setting  agencies under the Architectural
Barriers Act. Further, GSA on February 6, 1980 published a
new accessibility standard as proposed rulemaking under
the ABA (45 FR 8028) for nonresidential buildings. At the
same time, HUD seems committed to adopting the new ANSI
Standard for its 504 regulation and its ABA standard.

All of these design standards may ultimately prove
to be compatible, but the Council believes it appropriate
to have the Federal Government support a unitary standard
which would achieve widespread public and industry support
and would avoid the confusion and inefficiency resulting
from a proliferation of standards. Beyond these practical
problems, is the policy relevance of OMB Circular A-119
(January 17, 1980) which provides that it is Federal
policy to "rely on voluntary standards... with respect to
Federal procurement, whenever feasible and consistent with
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